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ATHENALUM SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS

Organized and Adopted April 21, 1902

Revised and Adopted October, 1908
Revised and Adopted April, 1932
Revised and Adopted August, 1944
Revised and Adopted September, 1962
Revised and Adopted September, 1973

Revised and Adopted = December, 2010

NAME and OBJECTIVE

l. The name of this Society shall be “The Athenacum Society”. It shall have for its objective the
mcrease of knowledge and mformation among its members on the subjects relating to the Arts,

Biography, History, Literature and the Sciences.

OFFICERS and COMMITTELS

2. The oflicers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice-President, and a Secretary and Treasurer.
The offices of a Secretary and Treasurer are to be held by the same person. The oflicers shall be
clected by a voice vote D at the regular meeting in April of cach year, and shall serve for one year until
their successors are clected. The Secretary-1reasurer shall be exempt from the payment of any charges
or dues during his term of oflice. The President and the Secretary-Treasurer are exempt {rom

. ) . e
presenting a paper during their term of office.

3. The President, Vice-President, and Secretary-1reasurer shall constitute the Fxecutive Committee.
These same ollicers shall also constitute the Program Committee. The Executive Committee shall
select the place and time for all meetings that the Society holds and present same to the Sociely for
approval.  The Program Committee shall prepare, have printed and distributed (specifically the

5 [¢}] P . _
Secretary) , among the members a suitable yearly program for the Society; and shall also prepare and
announce a program for the May Meeting (open Meeting) and any other special meeting that the

Society may elect to hold.
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4. The President, upon assuming oflice shall appoint a Committee on Membership to be composed
ol three members, whose duty 1t shall be to recommend to the Sociely, from time to time, suitable
persons for any vacancies that may exist in the membership of the Society. The President shall also
appomt a Committce on Nominations o be composed of three members, whose duty it shall be to

i S . . s . e o)
place in nomination officers of the Socicty to be elected in April of cach year.

MEMBERSHIP

5. Members for the Society may be elected by the Society at any regular meeting, after being
recommended by the Committee on Membership; said elections to be by secret ballot. Three adverse
votes shall be sufficient to exclude any person from membership in the Society. The Secretary shall

notily, by letter, newly elected members of their respective elections.

6. It shall be the duty of each member of the society, exclusive ol the President and the Secretary-
Treasurer, 0 present a paper at the meeting to which he has been assigned on the yearly program, or
the program for any special meeting. A member may exchange places with any other member on the
yearly program by agreement. The exchange must be reported promptly to the Secrctary, who will
make a record of the same. The failure of any member to present his paper, or to provide a substitute
for the meeting to which he has been assigned on the yearly program, (or which he has made an
exchange), without satisfactory cxcusc reported to the Secretary prior to the day of the meeting, shall be
considered as his resignation [rom the Society, and the Secretary is instructed to strike his name [rom
the roll of members without referring the matter to the Society. The Subject of the paper to be
presented to the Society by any member may be of his own choosing from the arcas named in Article 1.

It shall not be written on Politics or Religion.

ATTENDANCE

7. At cach regular meeting of the Society, the Secretary shall call the roll of members, and it shall be
the duty of any member absenting himsell to present an explanation of his absence(s). After two
consccutive monthly absences, the Secretary shall notify such member to attend the next regular
meeting; and il he then fails to attend or respond in writing with an acceptable excuse (illness or family
) L . i PR
member illness) the Society shall take a vote to receive his implied resignation. If there are
exceptional circumstances involved, the Society may waive this rule or possibly move to Emeritus
(Honorary) status a long-standing member who becomes physically debilitated (or a family member), or
. S . )
has moved from Hopkinsville and is unable to attend and prepare a paper. Members granted
Emerttus (Honorary) status are exempt [rom attendance requirements, paying ducs, and presenting

- o . . . . . W .
papers. I they periodically attend a mecting of the Society they shall pay for their meal.” The count

‘ i T . o M
ol members of the Society shall not include those in Emeritus (Honorary) status.
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FELES and DULS

8. A lce of Five Dollars ($5.00) shall be paid by ecach member of the Society upon becoming a

member thereol.

9. The regular dues for cach member shall be sct by the Society, following the recommendation of the

Excecutive Committee. The dues shall be payable in advance for cach half of the year 1.e., 1" hall (Sept.-

Dec.), 2" half (Jan.-April). The dues for the May Meeting (Open Session) shall be set by the Society,
. . : . E . [

following the recommendation of the Iixecutive Committee. If any member shall become three

months in arrears for dues he shall be automatically dropped [rom the Society.

SPLECIAL MEETINGS

10. Once in cach year, at a suitable time and place, the Socicty may hold a special or Open meeting to
which cach member may bring invited guests. Each member shall be responsible for the cost of his
plate and those of his guests. Each member shall promptly notify the Secretary of the number of plates

he wishes provided for him at such meeting.

RECORDS and PAPERS

11. 1t shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a correct roll of the membership of the Society; to
report all vacancies as they may occur, and to keep all records of the Society in a book provided for that
purpose. All papers read belore the Society should become the property of the Society and should be

open to criticism and comment.

AMENDMENTS

12. These bylaws shall not at any time be suspended. Any amendments to the same shall be made only
with the consent of two-thirds of the entire membership of the Society, and afler one month’s written
notice, given at a regular meeting, and specifying in what regard the particular bylaw is proposed.

13. The President, who serves a [ull year, shall not be eligible [or re-election.

14. Any member 1s privileged to invile a guest, who 1s not a resident of Christian County, to regular

meetings, giving due notice to the President and paying lor the cost of the meal to be served.

- T8




90
91

92
93

94
95

96
97

98
99

100

101

102
103

104

105
106

15. No person recommended for membership shall be voted upon when other than the regular

members are present.

16. The Society shall take a summer vacation during the months of June, July and August, holding no

regular meetings, but special meetings may be held upon the call of the President.

17. In the discussion of the papers, presented to the Society, each member should limit his discussion

to threc minutcs.

18. The membership of the Society shall be limited to forty members. Twenty members and onc
ollicer, present together, shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

NOTES
May 1951 Voled to drop the June meeting.
October 1956 Voted to raise membership from 30 to 40

January 4, 1972 Motion passed requiring all papers to be turned in to the Secretary.

April 1, 1982 Motion passed stipulating that papers filed with the Society be on uniform size
paper (81/2 by 11) and that papers be typed.

. . . . .o
December 2, 2010 Motions were made on changes mdicated with a superscript (1), i.e.  Fach was

voted on and passed by consent of at least two-thirds of the entire membership of
39
39.




