THE DEATH OF NOSTALGIA,
O THE FIMAL DERPARTURE OF CAL LUTHER FROM RACER aARENA,

OF PP ANDY VERSUS BARMEY?®, HOW DID THESE GUYS GET IM CHARGE?

MARCH 5TH, 1998
M Aol//f

THE GENESIS OF THIZ PAPER CAME ON A LAZY MID-WINTER SATURDAY AFTERRNOON,
WHEN MY S0ON ROBBRY SUGGBESTED THAT WE DRIVE OVER TO MURRAY AND WATCH THE MURRAY
STATE RACERS IN THEIR FIMAL SEASON AT RACER ARENA,

FOLLOWIMNG IM HIZ FATHER'S FOUTSTERS, BOBERY I8 A THIRD SEMESTER SENIOR AT
MURRAY STATE, WITH MORE TO COME.

HE FREGQUENTLY SPENDS WEEHKENDS AT HOME BECAUSE HE LIKES IT HERE, GETS HIS
LAUNDRY DOME FOR FREE, AND CLOBELY--AND PERBONALLY--FOLLOWS ATHLETICE 67T HIS
BLME METER, HUPHINEUiLLE HIGH SCHOOGL..

T OREADILY AGREED, BINCE I7T WAL MY FREE WEEHEND FROM THE NEWS DEPARTHERNT
AT WHDR--GND 1T HAD NO SATURDAY SHIFT AT THE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER,
WHERE § WORK PART-TIME AZ A DISPATCHER TO SURPRORT MY BEER, GOLF, AMND
PYLCORVETTE * HABITS.

IALQQHED FORKMARD TO o HIGHLY-~CHARGED AFTERNMDOON IN RACER ARENA—--MHOME TO
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY BASKETEALL TEAMS SINCE 1954,

1 NEW *?REGIONGL BEVENTS CENTER?' IS UNDER CONSTRUCTION ON THE MURRAY
STATE CAMPUS, ARND WILL OPEN WITH THE 199%8-9%9 BASBHETBRALL SEASOM.

IT Was ORIGINALLY SUHEDULED 70 OFENM THIE YEAR, ELi"E' CONSTRUCTION
FROBLEMS, WHIDH BEEM TO BE & THRADITION AT MURRAY STATE, BET THE OPENING BACK

OME BEASON, .

AS FOR THE **TRADITION®®* OF INEPT CONSTRUCTION, SOME OF YOU MAY RECALL
THET MURRAY STATE 77 BROKE GROUND Y ONM 4 NEW FOOTBEALL STADIUM FULLY TWO YEARS
GHEAD OF U-H, BUT BOTH ROY STEWART STADIUM AND COMMOMWEALTH STADIUM WERE

DERDICRTED THE SAME SATURDAY IN THE EARLY 1978 5.



S0ME OF THE FONDEST MEMORIES I HAVE OF MY 7 YEGRE OF UNDERGRADUATE WORK
AT 3 DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONES ARE OF RACER ARENA

(YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER THERE WAS A 77 5HOOTING WART® 0N, AND THEY WERE
GRANTING **STUDENT DEFERMENTS®®, NO MATTER HOW DUBIOUS THE TERM ' STUDENT®®
MAY HAVE BEEN WHEN AFFLIED TO mED)

IN MY THREE YEARE AT MURRAY STATE, WHERE I OBTAIMED & BACHELOR'S DEGREE
IN 1269, I SAW THE BRASHETBALL TEAM LOSE BUT THREE GAMES--ONE TO WESTERN
HENTUCHY, ONE TO BRADLEY UNIVERSITY OF PEORIA, ILLINOIE, AND THE OTHER TO A
TEAM 1 HAVE FORGOTTEN.

WHERM THE FINAL GAME WAS PLAYED IN RADER ARENA--FEBRUARY 24T OF 1998, 08
WIN DVER TENNESSEE TECH IN THE FIRESET ROUND OF THE OHIG VALLEY CONFERENCE
FOST-SEASDON TDURNQMENT**SUEﬁEQUENTLV WON BY MURRAY STATE, THE ALL-TIME RECORD
FOR RACER TEAMS, INCLUDING WOMEN, WAB 4354 WINS AGRINST 126 LOBBES, M WINNING
FERCENTAGE OF . 72B.

FROM 198@ UNTIL THE ARENA CLOSED, RACER MENS' TEAME POSTED A WINMING
FPERCENTAGE OF .861, ONE OF THE BESBT IN THE COUNTRY.

THEY CLOSED OUT 43 SEASONS TN RACER ARENA WITH A 38 GAME HOME WINMING
STRERK,

IﬁDNICﬁLLY, THE FIRST GAME I SAkW iN RACER ARENA WAS THAT LOSS TO
ARCH-RIVAL WESTERN KMENTUCHY UNIVERSITY, OR WESTERN KENTUCHY STHTE TEACHERS?
COLLEBE AT BOWLING GBREEN, WHIOH I FREGQUEMTLY CALL IT, THOUGH NO LONGER * 7 ON
THE AIR?? AFTER I WAS THREATENED WITH BODILY HARM BY 8 ?? SOREHEAD?
HILLTORPRER ALUMNUS,

I DIDN'T KNOW IT AT THE TIME, BUT IT WAS ANYTHING BUT A DISGRACE TO LOSE
TO A TEAM WHICH FERATURED THE SMITH BROTHERS--DWIGHT AND GREG, WHD FLAYED FUOR
FRINCETON DOTSON IN THE PRE-INTEGRATION DAYS--OND CLEM **THE GEM®®
HASKING, NOW COACH OF THE MINNESOTA GOLDEN BORPHERE AFTER A STINT A5 COACH AT

HIS ALMA MATER.



GREG SMITH WENT ON TO PLAY WITH LEW ALOINDOR--LATER HAREEM
ARDUL-JABBAR-~ON THE ONLY mMILWAUKEE BUCHKS TEAM TO WIN AN M. B.A. CHAMPIONSHIPR,
WHILE HASBKING HAD A SOLID PRO CAREER, INCLUDING SERVICE WITH THE CHICAGD BULLS
WELL BEFORE MIDHAEL JORDAN MADE HIS MARK ON THE Y7 WINDY CITY'?.

DWIGBHT SMITH WAS DRAFTED BY THE LOS ANBELES LAKMERS, BUT LOBT HIS LIFE,
ALONME WITH HIB SISTER, IM A CAR ACCIDENT IN THE SPRING OF HIS SENIOR YEOR, AS
I RECALL.

THE FIREST GAME I SAW AT RACER ARENA BEGAN WITH THE usuUsL COLLEBE

o

PURRE-GAME RITUALYY OF SEVERAL BEERS AT MY DOMICILE AT LOT 4@, HALE'S TRAILLER
FARK, AND ENDED WITH & RIDE HOME IN THE BACK SEAT OF A POLICE CAR DRIVEN BY
ONE IRA PP RUDY Y KEMP--THE UNCLE OF OUR OWN DAN KEMP GND A CApMbuEs SECURITY
BFFICER--WHD SPOTTED ME OUTSIDE THE STUDENT UNION BUILDING, OR **S.UB.P, QAG
IT WAS MMOWM, WHENM I RATTEMPTED 70 LEAN ON ONE OF THE POLES SUPPORTING THE
DEMORY OVER THE 7' SUR® Y WALHKKAY IN WHAT I THOUGHT WAS A CABUAL MANMNER, ONLY
TOOFING THAT MY ALCOHOL-ALTERED DEPTH PERCERPTION WASKN'T WHAT IT SHIULD HAVE
BEERN.

OFFICER KEME HELFED ME UR--AND INTO HIS FORD CRUISER, DRIVING ME HOME
AND SAYINMG HE WOULD ﬁU MOTHING IF I PROMISED TO S8TAY HOME THE REET'QF THE
NIGHT.

I DID-———AND HE DIiD.

I HAD ARRIVED AT MURRAY STATE AFTER BEING PERSBONALLY NOTIFIED BY (OpMeE OF
THE HIGHEST ACADEMIC OFFICIALS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TLLINOIS THAT MY TALENTS
MIGHT BE PUT TO BETTER USE AT GNOTHER INSTITUTION OF HIGHER LEARNING.

IT WAS WNOT A DIRECT TRANSFER FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF TLLINDIS.

AFTER A TWD SEMESTER HIATUS FROM HIGHER LEARNING, DURING WHIOH I LEARNED
GOME VERY VALUABLE LESBONE, INOLUDING THE FACT THAT A CAREER DELIVERING
FIZZAS AND MOAHING PLASTIC PARTS FOR WATER HEATERS IN CONSECUTIVE EIGHT HOUR

SHIFTE WAS NOT FOR ME, I ENROLLED AT Y HOME TOWN COMMUNITY COLLEGE.
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IT WHEES THERE THAT I LEARNED ABROUT MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY, WHERE BEVERAL
GRADUATES OF ELGIN COMMUNMITY COLLEGE IN ELGIN, ILLINOIS, WERE ALREADY
EMNROLLED.

IN THE EARLY 19e@'5, THE PRE-®?BABY BOOMERS®® WERE SWELLING THE RANKES OF
COLLERBEDS ACROLGE THE COUNTRY AND S0ME SCHOOLS COULD AFFORD TO BE SELECTIVE
RREOUT THEIR STUDENTE BECAUSE THEY HAD YET TO COMPLETE THE NECESSARY EXPAMNSION
OF FROTLITIES TO ACCOMODATE THE POST-WAR BENERQ%IGN.

THAT WAS THE DABE AT THE MAJOR PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES INM ILLINDOIS--AND ONDE
A STUDENT HAD DOCUMENTED HIS INARILITY TO PERFORM AT ONE, HE WAS BARRED FROM
THE OTHERS, THOUGH SOME EXCERTIONS WERE MADE, MAIMLY FOR **ROLITICAL®?
FLRFOSES.

I DIDNET TAKE ADVANTAGE OF SUCH AN OFFER, THOUGH IT WAS MADE, AND OFTED
FOR MURRAY STATE.

THERE WERE 3 OF US ELGIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE GRADUATES WHO ENROLLED AT
MURRAY STATE IN THE SPRING OF 1966~-0NE WHO I8 NOW A GOLF PRO AT A COUNTRY
CLUB IN THE CHIDAGD AREA, ANOTHER WHDO HAZ HIES OWN BUSINESES IN OVERLARND PARK,
FANSAE, AND YOURE TRULY.

WE WERE *°YANKEES'® IN THE WORST SENSE OF THE WORD, LIKE THE PFEORLE
DESCRIBED BY MARK TWAIN IN HIS Y TRAVELS ALONG THE EQUATOR® Y.

IN A CHAPTER ENTITLED, *:0UR ITALIAN GUIDE'Y, TWAIN DETAILS HOW THE
GROUR BEDEVILED THE EARNEST ITALIAN, WHO REDOUBLED HIS EFFORTS EVERY TIHME HE
WAS REBUFFED BY SUCH COMMENTS A5 P THERE ARE FINER FACILITIES FOR BASEBALL IN
OUR HOMETOWRN® ¥ WHEN HE PROUDLY TOOK THEM TO THE RUINGS OF THE COLIBEUM, OR
PPHEE HERE, MY NHN,*QNY SELF-RESRFECTING SIXTH GRADER IN AMERICA HAB O BETTER
PEHAND ? O OTHAN THAT? * WHEN HE FROUDLY DISPLAYED & DOCUMENT SIGNED BY

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBLUES HIMSELF.
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QUR IMAGE OF HENTUCKY WAE THE ONE PORTRAYED IN Tﬁﬂ MEDIA--THE ** BEVERLY
HILLBILLIESY® SCENARIC OF COONM DOGE UNDER THE PORCH AND A WASHING MACHINE
SITTING ON IT, WHICH PERSISTS TO THIS DAY THROUBH THE MONOLOGS OF JEFF
FOXWORTHY, WHICH IS EVERY BIT A5 UNFAIR A% THE THEN-PREVAILINMG FPERCERTION OF
CHICAGO AS A HAVEN FOR GANGSTERS WHO RANDOMLY SHOOT EACH OTHER--AND ANY
ITNNOCENT BYSTANDERS--UON A DAILY BASIS.

WE HAD COME TO MURRAY DURING THE CHRISTMAS BREAK OF 1985 TO LDOK FOR A
FLACE 7O STAY, WITH OUR FIRST PROBLEM BEING THE **LANGUAGE BARRIER®®.

WE WERE NOT ACCUSTOMED TO THE LEISURELY FACE OF THE AVERAGE MENTUCHKIAN'S
SREECH, AND HUNG ON THEIR EVERY WORD, IMRATIENTLY WAITING FOR THEM TO
COMPLETE A THOUGHT.

WE ALSO TOOM GREAT DELIGHT IN RIDICULING THE QUARTERS OFFERED, THOUGH IT
MAY HAVE BEEN JUSTIFIED IN AT LEABT OME CASE.

RS URRERCLASSMEN WE WERE NOT REGUIRED TO LIVE IN THE CAMPUS DORMITORIES,
50 WE LOOKED FOR PRIVATE LODEINGS, WHICH WERE DIFFICULT TO FIND AT MID-YEAR.

OnE SUCH OFFERING WAS A GARAGE ARARTHENT BILLED AS YTEXTRA NICE':®, BUT
TURNED OUT TO HAVE GREASE SPOTSE OM THE FLOOR A5 A RESULT OF ITS PREVIOUS
DCEUDQ&T~~EEUERQL TIMES REMOVED.

THE OWNER SALD THAT THE APGRTMENT, WHICH CONSISTED OF AN OPEN
SLEERING-LIVING-DINING ARES PERTITIONED OFF FROM THE BATHROOM BY DOORE WITH
THANSLUCENT GLABE WHICH HAD MO DOUBT BEEN SALVAGED FROM ANDOTHER " EXTRA
NICE®?Y ABODE, HAD HOUSED HIS DAUGHTER DURING HER SENIOR YEAR AT MURRAY STaTE.

WE NENT BACK TO ELGIM QITH MO LEASE~--AMND NO PROSPECTS FOR LODEING WHEN
THE SPRING SEMESTER _STARTED, THOUGH WE WERE DETERMINED TO ENROLL ANYWAY.

W SUBSEQUENTLY FOUND A SPOT IN A TRATLER COURT ABOUT E BLOCKS OFF
CAMEUS, WHICH PROVED THE **SMALL WORLDYY THEORY SINCE THE OWNER OF THE
TRATLER WAS MARRIED TO THE SISTER OF A& MURSE WHO WORHED WITH MY MOM AT ELGIN

STATE HOBRITAL.
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AFTER ENQGLLiNG AT MURRAY STATE IN THE SPRING OF 1966, I GUICKLY LEARNED
WHAT MAKES HENTUCHIANS UNIGUE AMONG AMERICANS.

IT ONLY TOOK AROUT THREE TRIPS ACROSS CAMPUS ON FOOT TO LEARN OF THE
FRIENDLINESS OF MY FELLOW STUDENTS.

AFTER HAVING SEENT 3 SEMESTERS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AND BEEN
IGNORED BY £0,@@@ ILLINI, I THOUGHT THAT I MUST BE A 77DEAD RINGER’? FOR THE
STUDENT ORGANIZATION FRESIDENT, OR SOME OTHER **BIG MAN ON CAMPUS®?.

I COULDN'T WALK TWENTY FEET WITHOUT SOMEONE SAYING *THOW'S IT GOINGT®',

P GOOD MORNING®? OR P GB0O0OD AFTERNOON®®, OR SOME OTHER SALUTATION.

I WAS BRADUATED FROM A HIGH SCHOOL WHICH ENROLLED SOME &, 0@ STUDENTS,
BUT 1 KNEW MOST OF THEM BY NAME AND FACE AND GREETED THEM DRILY.
ILLINOIS,WITH IT*S REVERSE ONE OF THE GREATEST DELIGHTS AT MURRAY STATE,
WHICH, RIBHTFULLY, BILLS ITSELF AS THE *YFRIENDLIEST CAMPUS IN THE SOUTH? * .

MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY ACCERTED ME AND ALL && CREDIT HOURS I HAD EARNED
OVER & SEMESTERS ELSEWHERE WHEN MO PUBLIC INSTITUTION IN ILLINOIS WOULD.

THE FOCULTY THERE, PFARTICULARLY IN HISTORY, WAS EQUAL TO OR BETTER THAN
THOSE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINCIS AND ELGIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE-—HT
CONMSIDERABLY LESS EXFENSE THAN ILLINOIS.

I MET THE WOMAN I WOULD LATER MARRY THEREj; WHILE ALS0 MEETING ONE OF THE
BEST FRIENDS I'LL EVER HAVE IN THIS LIFETIME.

YOU CAN SEE HOW MY LOYALTY TO MURRAY STATE GREW OVER THE & SEMESTERS AND
1 SUMMER SCHOOL TERM THAT I WAS ENROLLED THERE.

MUCH OF WHAT I.AM TODAY--FOR BETTER OR WORSE--18 A RESULT OF MY
EXPERIENCES AT MURRAY STATE, WHICH, LIKE MANY COLLEGE CAMRUSES BOASTED ONE OF
VIRTUALLY EVERY PERSONALITY TYFE YOU ARE LIKELY TO ENCOUNTER THE REST OF YOUR

LiFE.
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LIKE MANY 77 TRANGPLANTSY 7, [ RESENT THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE IN A FOSITION
TO PROJECT A POSITIVE IMAGE FOR THE COMMOMWEALTH--AND ALL IT
ENCOMPASSES~-INCLUDING INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, BUT FAIL TO DO S0.

FARDON THAT DIGRESSION, BUT I FPROVIDE THAT A5 *° GROUNDWORK?® FOR FUTURE
REMARKES AND NOW RETURM TO **THE MEAT OF THE FROGRAM®® AS DINM WOULD SAY.

BACK TO THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS.

WHILE AT THE SPRAWLING CAMPUs LOCATED OW SOME OF THE FLATTEST LAND IN
OME OF THE NATION'S FLATTEST STATES--THERE I3 LESBS THAN A THOUSAND FEET
SEFARATING THE HIGHEST POINT OF CHARLES MOUND IN NORTHWESTERN ILLINOIS TO THE
LOWEST--THE MISSISSIFFI RIVER AT CAIRO, I ATTENDED THE FIRST GAME EVER PLAYED
I THE ASSEMBLY HALL.

IT WAS ALSO KNOWN A8 THE **FLYING SAUCER? ' BECAUSE OF ITS SHARE AND THE
WHITE CONCRETE ROCOF WHICH WAS POURED IN FOUR SECTIONS AND FEATURED WHAT WAS
WAS DESCRIBED AS O "*FRICTION RING'?, CONBISTING OF POURED CONCRETE CONTAINING
SEE MILES OF PIANDO WIRE AND COMMECTING THE UPPER AND LOWER SECTIONS.

WHILE THE SECTIONS OF THE ROOF WERE BEING PUOURED, THE ROOF WAS SURRORTED
FROM UNDERNEATH BY A TOWER,WITH THE CONTRACTOR ESTIMATING THAT THERE WAS ONE
CHQNCEAIN 1 THAT THE ROOF WOULD COLLARPSE WHEN CONSTRUCTION WAS COMPLETE AND
THE SURRORT REMOVED. |

FE D RECALL, THE FIRST GAME IN THE NEW FACILITY WAS ABAINST IN-STATE BIG
TEN CONFERENCE RIVAL NORTHWESTERN, WITH A CAPACITY CROWD OF AROUT 12,008 IN
ATTENDANCE.

AT OTHE TIME, I THOUGHT I7T WAS A RELATIVELY RAUCOUS CROWD, WITH A NOISE
LEVEL T THOUGHT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO MATOH AMYWHERE, BIVEN THE FACT THAT THE
BOOM IN COLLEGE BASHETBALL, AND THE ATTENDANT CONSTRUCTION OF LARGER

FROTLITIES-—GUCH A5 RUPE ARENA, WAS SEVEROL YEARS IN THE FUTURE.
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THE 7 TLLINIY Y, WHIDH TRAMSLATES A8 P TRIBE OF SURPERICOR MEN®?, WENT ON
TO OWINM THE BIG 1@ TITLE THAT YEAR ANMD WENT TO THE MID-EAST REGIONAL AT
MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY IN EABT LANBING, WHERE THEY BEAT & BOWLING GREEN
TEAM FEATURING FUTURE N.B.A. STALWARTS NATE THURMOND AND HOWARD **BUTCH??
KRUOMIVES, ONLY TO LOBE TO EVENTURL NATIONAL CHAMPION LOYOLA OF CHICAGO.

INCIDENTALLY, THE **RAMBLERS?® OF LOYOLA ADVANCED TO THE REGIONAL FINAL
WITH A WIN OVER MISSISSIPRD STATE UNIVERSITY,WHICH, IN A RARE DEFARTURE FROM
THE CUSTOMARY ADOLPH RUPF-COACHED UNIVERSITY OF HENTUCKY REPRESENTING THE
SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE, HAD WON THE TITLE, BUT WAS FORCED TO SNEAK OUT OF
TOWN IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT BECAUSE THE PUBLIC OBJECTED TO THEM PLAYING A
TEAM COMPOSED PRIMARILY OF BLACKS-~0OR NEGROES, AS THEY WERE KNOWM A5 I[N THOSE
DRYE.

ON THE SUBJECT OF INTEGRATION, AND INM ANOTHER HISTORICAL NUOTE ON RACER
ARENA, AN ATHLETE CONSIDERED BY SOME TO BE THE FIRST AFRICAN-AMERICAN
SUHOLARSHIRF PLAYER AT A PUBLIC UNIVERSITY SOUTH OF THE MASON-DIXON LINE
FERFORMED HIS ENTIRE CAREER IN RACER ARENA.

ST JOHNSON WAS STILL OM CAMPUS, PURSUING A DEGREE, WHEN I ARRIVED AT
NURRQVASTHTE IN THE SFRING OF 1366,

DURING TLLINOIS® RUN TO THE TITLE IN 1964, SEVERAL CLOSELY FOUGHT GAMES
WERE CONTESTED IN THE **aABBEMBLY HALLYY ON THE S0UTH SIDE OF THE U OF I
CaMRUs, NOT FAR FROM THE EQUALLY GENERICALLY DUBBED **MEMUORIAL STADIUM®®,
WHERE RED GRANGE, THE 7 0ALLORING GHOSTY*, THE PP WHEATON ITCEMANT®, RAN FOR 4
TOUCHDOWNES WHEN 1T WAS DELRICATED IN THE i132@t 8.

I MARVELLED AT THE NOISE THAT COULD BE GENERATED IN SUCH A LARGE
STRUCTURE, AND WONDERED HOW IT WOULD FEGISTER ON A METER SUCH AB THE KIND
UBED TO DETERMINE THE WINNER ON 7' aRTHUR GODFREY'S TALENT SCOUTS'® IN THE

EARLY DAYS OF TELEVIGSION.
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HOWEVER, THAT BACKEROUND IN MO WAY PREPARED ME FOR MY FIRET EXPERIENMCE
AT A BASKETBALL G6AME AT HRACER ARENA.

THOUGH THE SMALLER VEMUE ALLOWED FOR THE SOUND TO BE CONTAINED IN A
SMALLER ARERA, THERE, OF COURSE, WAS A CROWD AFPROXIMATELY & THIRD OR LESE OF
A CAPACITY GATHERING IN THE **FLYING SAUCERY' A7 ILLIMNOIS.

HOWEVER, ABAINET WESTERN, AUETIN PEAY, BRADLEY., OAND VARIOUS OTHER
VISITING TEAME, THE SDQND RATTLED YOUR TEETH, CURLED YOUR HAIR, AND, COURPLED
WITH B FPEP BAND WITH A **HORN LINE'? THE ENVY OF EVERY HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING
BAND, ECHOED ACROSS THE WALLS, AND BECAME DEAFENING WHEN A PLAYER ONM THE HOME
TEAM HIT A KEY S5HOT OR OTHERWISE IGNITED THE CROWD, SUCH AS WHEN THE
RIGHT-HANDED DON DUNCAN OF CEMTRALIA, ILLINGIS, & FIVE FOOT & INCH GUARD, WHO
WRS LATER DUBBED *:SC00R** DUNCAM AND TOURED THE COUNTRY AS FART OF THE
PTHARLEM MAGICIANS? Y, WOULD STEAL THE BALL AND PP DUNH®® IT WITH HIS LEFT
HEAND.

THAT*S THE WAY IT WAS IN THE MID AND LATE &@'S WHEN I WAS ON CaMPug,
WITH THE ARENA PACKED WELL BEFORE P TIRPOFFYY,

MY CUSTOMARY VANTAGE POINT, PARTICULARLY AFTER 1 GOT MARRIED IN 1967,
WS ﬁGﬁINST THE RRESS BOX OM THE EAST SIDE OF RACER ARENA.

MY WIFE CHERRYL AND I ALMOST ALWAYS SAT WITH BILL AND RUTH ANM
MC-LEMORE.

BILL IS NOW A DISTRICT WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST FOR THE STATE-—AND THE
PEHOPHINSVILLE CONMECTION® ¥ --anD THERE ALWAYE I8 ONE, 6B WE AlL KNOW, IS5 THE
FACT THAT HE WAS CALLED HERE IN THE LATE 1972'S OR EARLY 82'S TO MAKE A
DEFINITIVE JUDGEMENT ON A FISH CAUGHT LOCALLY WHICH WAS REFRESENTED BY THE
ARMGLER AS A NORTHERN BIHE.

T WRASNYT.
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THERE WAS NOT A BAD VANTAGE POINT IN RACER ARENA, AND EVERY MURRAY STOTE

Hobe STUDENT WHO TOOK THE *?RECREATIONAL FROILITIES'' IN THE &2'5 HNOWS THE
CARPACITY I8 43552 NUMBERED SEATS, SINCE PART OF THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS WAS TO
FERBONALLY COUNT EACH OF THERM.

AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND, IT WAS WITH A GOOD DEAL OF ANTICIPATION THAT I
. ENTERED RACER ARENA THE AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 7TH.

MY ANTICIFATION WAS FURTHER HEIGHTENED WHEN 1 LEARNED THAT THE SCHEDULED
PIVICTIM OF THE DAY WAS NONE OTHER THAN TENNESSEE MARTIN, CORACHED BY ONE
CAL LUTHER.

HE IS THE SAME CAL LUTHER WHO COACHED THE MURRAY STATE RACERS FOR 16
YEARS, SECOND ONLY IN LONGEVITY TO CARLISLE CUTCHIN, WHOSE NAME WAS ADDED TO
RACER ARENA , VIA "'CUTCHIN FIELDHOUSE®®, IN 1933 TO HONOR HIM WHEN HIS CAMPUS
FRESENCE VIRTUALLY DISAPPEARED WHEN THE NEW FOOTBALL STADIUM WAS NAMED AFTER
AN EGUALLY RESPECTED COACH--ROY STEWART, ALS0D HKNOWN A% ** THE GREAT WHITE
FATHER' * .

TEAMS CORCHED BY CAL LUTHER WERE RESFONSIBLE FOR 3 OF THE 16 OHIO VALLEY
CHAMPTONSHIFP BANNERS HANGING FROM THE WATER-STAINED CEILING OF RACER ARENA.

ﬁAFLUDE OF MEMORIES WASHED OVER ME AS I ENTERED RACER ARENA FULLY AN
HOUR BEFORE **TIP-OFF?, WITH THE STANDS ALREADY AT LEAST &5-PERCENT
OCCURIED, WITH THE MAJORITY OF THOSE IN THE UNRESERVED SEATS IN THE STUDENT
SECTION.

T FULLY EXPECTED TO HEAR SOME OF THOSE MEMORIES ARTICULATED BY THE
FUBLIC ARDRESS ANMOUNCER EITHER BEFORE THE GAME OR A7 HALFTIME.

I WASN'YT THE D@FY ONE WHO REMEMBERED COACH LUTHER?S DAYS A% MURRAY
STATE' 5 COACH, WITH SEVERAL PEOFLE APPROACHING HIM DURING WARMURS TO, NO
DOUBRT, TO REMEMBER THE TRIFS TO THE N-C-DOUBLE-A TOURNAMENT, WHERE THEY
ACTUALLY LED EVENTUAL CHAMP LOYOLA OF CHICAGOD AT HALFTIME IN A FIRST ROUND

GRME IN 1963 AND PLAYED NOTRE DAME ¥ TOUGH®!®* IN 1969,
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MUCH TO MY DISAPRPOINTMENT AND DISGUST, THE ANNOUNCEMENT NEVER CAME.

IT*s LIKE COACH LUTHER'S 16 SEASONS DIDN'T EXIST--THAT THEY WERE NOT
WORTHY OF MENTION INM THE HEADY TIMES OF THE 1992'%5 FOR MURRAY STATE
BASKETBALL, WHICH HAS SEEN THEM WIN &8 CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPSG, MISSING ONLY
IN 1395,

IT'S LIKE THOSE OF US WHD SPENT OUT TUESDAY AND SATURDAY NIGHTS ROOTING
FUR THE LIKES OF DICH CUNNINGHAM, WHO LED THE NATION IN REBOUNDING OME YEAR;
BILLY CHUMBLER, WHO NOW COACHES AT PADUCAH TILGHMAN; CLAUDE VIRDEN, NOW A
MATLMAN WHO LIVES WITH HIS WIFE ANMD SIX KIDS IN OHIO; AND LESTER TAYLOR, WHO
FLAYED HARD AT BOTH ENDS OF THE COURT, WEREN'T WORTHY OF MENTION.

' SURE I WASN'T THE ONLY ONE WHD FELT THAT WAY, BUT T WAITED UNTIL
MOW-—-8ND IN THIS MAMMER--TO EXPRESS MY FEELINGS.

THERE'S A POST-S5CRIPT TO THE STORY.

ON FEBRUARY 18T, I WAS AMONG THE CARPACITY CROWD WHICH GRATHERED IN RACER
FARENA FOR THE LAST REGULAR SEASON MEN®'S GAME TO BE PLAYED THERE.

THERE WAS A NICE HALF-TIME CEREMONY RECOGNIZING RACERS WHUOSE NUMBERS
HAVE BEEN RETIRED, INCLUDING HOWIE CRITTEMDEN, GARRETT BESHEAR, BENNIE
FURCELL, PALUL KING, JEFF MARTIM, PORPEYE JONES, AND SHEILA SMITH.

MEMBERE OF ALl OF MURRAY® S PREVIOUS VARSITY TEAME, INCLUDING MANAGERS AND
CORCHES, WERE INVITED TO THE GAME, AND WERE RECOGNIZED AT HALF-TIME, BUT NOT
HS INDIVIDUALS, AGAIN DERPRIVING EACH GENERATION OF FANS OF CHEERING FOR THEIR
FRVORITES ONE LAST TIME.

FND, IN HEERING WITH THEIR HISTORY OF OVERSIGHT, THEY INTRODUCED FOPEYE
JONES A5 A MEMBER OF THE TORONTO RAPTORS SEVERAL DAYS AFTER HE HAD BEEN

TRADED TO THE BOSTON CELTICS.
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AT THE OUTSET, I MENTIONED AS A SUB-TITLE, *'ANDY VERBUS BARNEY'®, WHD'S
IN CHARGE HERE?.

THAT EXFRESSION CAME FROM OUR OWN MARK LOVELY DURING 8 RECENT *°EARLY
BIRD SHOW'?, WHEN HE DIVIDED THE WORLD INTO **ANDY TAYLORS'? AND **BARNEY

FIFES??, WITH ANDY REFRESENTING THE REASONABLE, FRACTICAL, DOWN-TO-EARTH
SORT, WHILE BARNEY STANDS FOR THE BUREACRATIC, BY-THE-BOOK,
THAT? S~ THE-WAY=1T* S~ALWAYS-BEEN-DONE MINDSET.

WHILE I°'VE NEVER BEEN ONE TO *7 THUMP A FREE WATERMELON?®, 1 CAN'T RESIST
COMMENTING ON THE FACT THAT THE DAY OF THE LAST REGULAR SEASON GAME TO BE
CONTESTED AT RACER ARENA, THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT CHOSE TO INVITE THE
FRESS FOR THEIR ANNUAL **NEWS MEDIA ARFRECIATION??.

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT TICKETS WOULD BE AT A PREMIUM FOR SUCH AN EVENT--50
MUCH S0 THAT 1 PERSONALLY BEGGED 4 TICKETS FROM STATE SENATUR JOEY PENDLETON
TO ENSURE THAT I HAD A SEAT.

S0 WHAT DUES THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DERFARTMENT DO BUT INVITE A BUNCH OF
" FREELOADERS’ ! AND GIVE THEM FREE TICKETS.

HOWEVER, THEY DID HAVE THE FORESIBHT TO SCHEDULE A COMPETING RADIC
STATION AS THE ENTERTAINMENT FOLLOWING AN EXCELLENT *!FREE LUNCH?®, AND THAT
INSULT TCO ALL OTHER BROADCASTERS, EXCERT THE THICK-SKINNED LIKE YOURS TRULY,
ARPARENTLY KERT THE CROWD DOWN.

THE GREEN BROTHERS---HUNTER AND HELLY--BLATANTLY FROMOTED *°FROGGY?®
RADID, AT 1@3.7 ON THE FM DIAL, WHERE, INCIDENTALLY, [ BEGAN MY COMMERCIAL
RADIO CAREER IN FEBRUARY OF 1968, WHERE I HOSTED THE FIRST **LIVE'’ MORNING
SHOW THERE , SUBSTITUTING FOR THE PREVIOUSLY HEARD **DENTIST OFFICE?® AND

FRAELEVATOR* mMUSIC,



o oo

DOLOOK URONM MY RELATIONSHIP WITH MURRAY BTATE MUCH &% THE ONE 1P VE HED
WITH THE CHICARGD CUBS SINCE THE EARLY 195@° s.

WHILE THE LOVE IS5 CERTAINLY THERE, GIVEN THE EMNJOYMENT AMND FRULTS OF MY
STAY AT THE **FINEST PLACE I KNOW'®' A% THE MURRAY STATE *'ALMA MATER®?
FPROCLAIMG THE SCHOOL, THE OTHER HALEF OF THE RELATIONSHIP STORPS WELL SHORT OF
TRHATE? .

HOWEVER, FROM TIME TO TIME, I GROW DISBUSTED WITH THEM AND I WANMTED TO
TELL SOMERIDY WHY.

I PLAN TO OUTLIVE ALL THE IDIOTS IN THE FRONT OFFICE FOR THE CHICRGO
CUBsE, JUST LIKE I PLAN TO SEE SOME CHANGES IN THE PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE &1
MURRAY STATE UNIVERSITY BEFORE I GO |

MAYRE THEY? LL HEAR ABOUT THIS PAPER, AND THIMH ABOUT THE ENTERTHAINMENT
FOR MEXT YEAR. .. BUT DON'T BET ON IT.

BUT THEN WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FROM A SCHOOL WHICH CHEARGED AN ADMISSTUON FEE
TO THE MEDI# COVERING THE OPENING OF THE NATIONAL BOY SCOUT MUSEUM, CHARBES &
TETOWEL FEE'® TO GRAD STUDENTES WHO HAVERN'T BEEN INSIDE A GYM IN O YEARD, NAME
AN $8, G, g STUDENT CENTER AFTER A FRESIDENT YOU FIRE, AND LATER HIRE A
PREEI&EHT WHD COULDN®'T EVEN MAMKE IT AT WEBTERN.

THEMNE YOLL



