s

All mammals hawve hair and only mammalz have hair. Mkhen the individual
hairz are fine and clozely zet together the coat of hair iz called fur.
When the hairz are soft, kinky, and matted tofether the coat iz called
wool. When the hairs are coarse and stiff thes are called bristles;
and when thew are stiff and pointed, az in the PorcubPine. they are
c3alled quills or =Pines. Indivixdual haire are comPozed mostly of
keratin with coloring pigment added. but they have no blood wezzels or
nerves. Sometimes the hair contains interstitial azir bubbles which
aive the coat of kair a zilvera zheen. A human hazs about 108 thousand
individual hairz in the zcalr, and these denerally live from about four
months to as long as five dears. Hair 9rows about 279 of an inch a
month and, if allowed, will 9row to 3 length of about twenty four to o
thirts inches. MHhew hair attains a lensth of about one foot the grouth
rate is cut in half. Hair does not 9row at a constant rate but 9rous
faster at some times, zlower at others.The fastest Srowth occurs in
women O the ate  Spmsf of ’1Hteeuf}:zr Iﬁuman hair falls into three
broad srours which correskond to the three main racial claszifications,
Megroid, Mongoloid, and Caucazian. In fact, the form of the hair is
one of the mozt imPortant and reliableindicators of race.The nearld
black hair of the HMegro iz wooly, It grows from a curwved follicle, a
minu+e Pit in the scalr which contains the blood supple for the hair
and 3 tiny muzcle called the “erector PI11i7, which makesz the hair
‘stand on end’. In croszs section, wooly hair iz flat which helrs it to
kink. The curved follicle also imParts a zpiral effect az the hair
arows. The hair of a Monscoloid iz coarze, tr314+ oand black. It Srows
frrom a straight follicle and iz round in crozs zection.The hair of a
caucaszian iz intermediate in form, being oval in crozz section: and
while it 9rows from a straight follicle it fredquently tends to

curl. [Bezides having interesting pPhuwsical characteristics, h:ir az
tremeddous economic imPortance.  Fur:s have alwayss constituted |
vwaluable article of commerce. The muath of Jazson and the Hrﬂnnnut: aned
the quest for th Golden Fleece may refer to a fur trading exPedition of
Bronze A3e Greeks. The impPortance of the Hmcrirar fur tade iz well
known o and in Russzsia +od:3 the anrual auction of Siberian furs at
Leningrad brinss millions of foreisn exchanse. Mool is =till the beszt
material for making men’z suitz, toPocoats, and other farments which
reuire warmtk, water rebPellency, comfort, and fit.Lazt and far from
leazt iz the enormous share of the Grosse Hational Praduct dewoted to
the care of the hair on the human head and face.



- Every culture, no matter how Primitive or Foor devotez some of its
resources to erooming the hair. In the United States and beztern
Eurofe billions of dollars are sPent on haircuts, Permanentz, lotions.
shamPoos, hairzkray, diyes, razor blades. and shavers. Concern with the
coit'ture has alwave been one of the mozt intense interestzs of mankind.
A ztatustte called the VYenuszs of Willenbur2 haz heen dated to Cro-Magnon
timez 20,000 vear: a%0. Its facial features are ill defined but the
Fattern of the hair stule waz meticulouzly inciszed by the artizt.

Wb did mammals evolve hair in the firet place? MHhat use doez it
serve in its natural state? First, it Provides warmbth or insulation,
Protects the skin, and respPondz to the touch. Many mammals, szswuch as
catz, hawve zenzord haire which frow from follicles richly suPFlied with
Blood and nerves. These hairse are uzed 3z feelers to obtain information
from the zurroundings, Hair also FProvides pProtectiom
from bBlows » creates an attractive arpearance to the oPrPozite sex, and
mad serwve to camdflagse the animal.

Many animalzs raize the hairs on their headsz, fa necks, Aan

CES,
chests into a ruff when an9ry or when obliged to fisht. Thiszs frishtful
aFPearance may obwiate the necessity of actually fighting and zerves to

i
Protect wital areazs. The beard of human males probaby serwved ths zame
Furpose in Primitive zocieties, tending to make the Pozzesszor look '
fiercer and more danferous, and Perbafzs making him feel much bolder.
The same uses are Probably zerved by wea men’s beards todaw.

A1l culturez of mankind, az

well arparently @@ some Primatesz, consider hair to have assthetic
value., In Primitive zocietiez it iz 2ensrally the men whosze hair iz
the zubliect of interezt. They twkically zfend hour:zs grooming and
adorning it. Momen‘zs hair iz uvzuwallw short and receives little

attention.
Az zociehies advance, kowever, the interezt zhiftz to the women’s
hair and attention and adornment iz lavished on it. Postry and art
convinve us that it was ever zo. Milton endowesd Eve., “our firzt mother”
with hair 20 luxurious that Satan was lured to kher zide in Eden where
he befan Lo weave the worlds areat woe! ;
‘Her unadored aolden

treszzes wore dishewel’d, but in wantonringletz wav’d az the wine curls
her tendrilsees : ;

Care of the hair alzo involwes 2 9reat deal of zocializing.
Monkedwsz, aPez. and other Primatesz zPend hours 2rooming each other.
Human societiez also kave @reoming rituals,



e exPect the barber to be 2arralous, and most of us ens9ase in ;
Fointlezs talk about the weather, sportz, Politics, 90szzif, or and :
other subldect, while in the barber s chair. Indeed a2 resular refusal to
en9ase in such refartes iz interpreted 2z a sure sign of a grouch o
anti-zocial person.  Momen, I am told,tend to share even Sreater
confidences wlth their hairdreszers. and indeed, hairdresser:z tend to
be confezsors The barber and the halrdresser accept an obligation to
confide thesze ronfldcnce* to no one else. : ‘
Finally, the condition of the

haite indicates social statuzs. The dominant lion in the Pride and the
LtoPF monkew in the Pack iz wusually the best 9roomed. Amome Mumans.
hair stule indicates sztatus, afe, szex, occubation, Personality, and
sometimes, religious affiliation. FAmong the PeoPle of the earth it is
the muthic, social., and zgmbolic meanings of hair that really attest
itz imPortance.

The math of Samszon illustrates one universal belief about hair:

And Samscon. the
conzecrated one, told Delilah all his heart. He zaid, “There hath not
come 3 tazor uPon me head) for I have been a Mazarite unto God from m
mother s womk: if I be shawven. then my strensth will 9o from me. and I
shall become weak., and be like any other man. " (Judsez 1617

- In 1965 zpiocuz lady missionary
to the Chirrewa Indians of Lake SuPerior saw a woun® brave whoze long
and lustrous hair was being combed be hiz zister. The lads Plasfully
azked him for a lock of hiz hair. Solemnly he rerlied, “That I cannot
do. Were T to cuot my hair: 1 should lose all mg strengsth,

From Biblical times to modern timesz, from ancient Srartan to
modern Sikh his hair has been the warrior‘s pPride. The zshrunksn heads
of the Jivaro are mostls hair. The ancient Scuthians 3z well az the
Indians -:alpwd their enemics. The warrior s long hair o hiz scalp
lock waz a wisible taunt to his fog' “Come and take it if 904 can!”

H

. The lozz of one’s halr Lo an
enemnd involved d9bhe ulbimate weakneszs' death., the final loszz of
strenogth., It waz a logical ster fto the Primitive mind tc connect loss
of hair to Phuzical weakness, sexual imPotence, and lozz of ztatus.

t

2

In many zocietiez the shaving of the head SCLONPEHIE some kind of
loss: the death of 3 zPouse, the lozs of individual freedom by entra
into a relificus order, the militars, or Prizon. Thiz raizez a
Question. If hair edualszs Potency and freedom. wha are Fubsriy
initiates in warious cultures shorn of their hair. In ancient Hthens
doune man’s hair was cut when ke reached Puberty whereaz in childhood
it had been allowed to @row long. Thersafter he wore his hair short.
Uron cutting hiz hair wazs dedicated to a 20d. In Srarta, at Puberty
the bow s hairwhich had been cut short was allowed Lo 9row lons. The
connecting element is the fact that anw wariation from the worm can
sumbolize chande or transition. ...the cutting or Srowing of the hair
iz 3 wery wisible way to set apart the novice or initiate. Thus
cuttind or 2rowing the hair zumbolize many changez that are time~bound:

i3}



the reriod of mourning for a loved ocnes the bridoe between vouth and
maturity, the division between the zacred and the secular; all Journeds
that have been conpleted whwn the hair haz reafPeared or been
rearransed.

While humans have hair over the entire bode, it is cbwious that som
Farts are hairier than others. Humans hawve abundant zweat g9lands.
hetre is less need for body hair for insulation. One theory holds tha
¢ humans became hunters, chasing and catching large animalz, there wa

natural zelection of those who had the most efficient cooling
datemz. Absence of hair was thus an advantase. Harmth could be
Frovided by uzing the fur of the animals cavsht and killed.

: Hair on the hsad iz necezsary
to Protect the head from the elements.  Hair on the armPits and Pubic
hair indicated zexuwal maturite. It is alzo theorized that zuch hair
trarPed zecretions whosze odor waz much more acceptable to our Prototure
ancestors,. Pubic kair thus made mating more likels and the
Prezerwation of the spreciez mores certain.

[11]
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_ ‘ Hawims zaid all this about
the pPrevalence of hair., we must recognize that certain zocisties hawve
Freferted to be hailrlesz. HModerns Chinese and Jaraneze consider
hairinezs o be extremely unattractive. The ancient Eouptians
customarily szhawved off all bods hair including the hair of the head and
Fubic kair. Thew covered their beads with clothz.,  The Pharaokhs and
nobles wore elaborate wigszs or headdreszez dezsigned to look like lions”
manes on ceremonial oczasions. The HoRi indians were totally shaved.

: Coolness and hytienes Frobabls

lain the Practical reasons for being hairless. Alzo there is the

fact that long hair and elaborate beardz require conziderable
attention. In 2 zocisty in whickh the man’s onla dob waz to be a
wartior he had plenty of time to take care of his hairi but E2uprt was
bt it was not a warlike socisty and its main interest in hair became
amn {nterait in maintaining an absence of hair. Their neighbors,
hiowewer, the Hittites, Hebrews. and Aszurian:s were  amon® the hairiest
of zocietbies.

Farenthetically, we miakt nobte that

L the abzence of kair in men has
wsually symbolized a racific nature. Men usually become bald az thed
89e. In Primitive societies an old bald manees oot 2 threat., FPrigsts
aftn shaved their heads to denote that they were not warriors and Lo
show that they had sacrificed their hair to their So0d. The tonsure of
the Roman Priesztz was adorted by the Church for itz pPriests and monks.
Bu accerting the tornsurs the cleric accefted hiz role and sumbolically
showed that he was not a threat Phusically or zexualla.

' Malez and females have

0o

vzually worn different hair steles, indicating a dezire by sociebs bo
make a3 distinct difference iz the social roles of sach zex. In recent

wears there haz been a desire on the Part of zome pPeokle to end th
role diztinctions and to symbolize thiz by adorting 3 zo-called un
hair ztule. The Jury iz still out on this question.

=T
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Az I hawve =zaid, in Primitive =zocie ties men 2nerally wore their
hair long and women wore it zshort. I have already dezcribed how men
wore their hair in Athenz and SrParta. Greek women Sensrally dressed
their hair rather elaboratels.  They Parted it in the middle, brousht
it down owver their temPlez, carried the two divizions to the back uF
the neck, and finally bruU9h+ the hair tuﬁtthPP over the roint wher
the Part began where the ends were Pinned or tied into 3 knob,

Faoman men 2enerally wore short hair but the Hmmen had elaborate
hairdos, including wics madw from hair of sla AVEES.

The Germans, SAXONE, A7l
Hormans wore their hair long.  The men fensrally let it fall owver their
shoulders while the women Parted it into braids whichk Peg Fivned to
their headz. Short kair wasz worn only by zlaves or someone in dizorice

ar Punishment. '

In the 17th and 18th Centuries the custom of Powdered hair, queues,
and wigs for both men and women was wide sPread. Momen’'z hairdos became
egsfecially elaborate amons the nobility,

In 1872 a Frenchman named Marcel introduced the Marcel wawve. This
waz 3 flat wave made with a orcoved heated iren.  In 1985 Charlesz Nesz-
let of Germand introduced the “cold’ wave or Permament wave in which
the shafe of the hair iz altered by use of chemicals which imFart wawves
and curls and cauvze the hair to kold its shake wuntil it 9rows oub,

19th Century American and Eurofean men favored long hair and beards
as well as sideburnz and mousztaches and these stulez Prevailed until .
the 1zt Wor ld Mar. Rs milliocns of men went into the world s armies,

thed faced t barber shearzy and hair and beards were sacrificed o
the cauze of h»&lfh and dizscifrline «» Short hair remainsed the

stule for men throuzsh the 287z and 387z and was reinforced in the 487z
and 387z, I well recall a beloved Latin teacher who vzed to lecture the
teenase bowsz in her class to the effect that we would lock so muchk
better if we would only wear our hair longer,

In the 196672 fh» gouth of America obligsdsand society waz zoandal-
lzed by the zight of men and bows with hair dﬂﬁn to their shouldesrz or
Flaited in Pigtailzs. A newskaPer refort from Buffalo, H.Y., in 1570

stated that 7A lon? haired hirPie~loocking vouns man was walkins down
the strest. Thres "hard-hat’ laboring men in & fit of spontanecus. ap-
Parently vnProvoked rafe and anger, 9rabbed the 4oung man, threw bim bo
the @round, and cut off his lewms hair.”
It zeems to me upon reFlectioﬂ and rezearch that everys ha
Pozzible has been warn at wvarious times and in varicus zociet
i short stulezs kave all been dl:usrﬂhd ; :
yles

that lowg a &
et Lons or Fhurf st - are ot material at ane
clizm of a stule. gm'&

. lu ljl

length and the

Momen = st-l hawe nok caused the’/problemz that men’zs stules have
cavnzed., The z4 nbnll =m of women’zs stulez iz aesthebic and ze=ual.
Girlz 2enerally wear their hair lon® and, amon® teenase %irls. straioht,
even 1f 1t iz naturally curle. It is Possible that the lank, ztraight
hair of the &U’s and 787z iz 3iving way to another ztule. but I hawve

not at- tempted to wverify this,



Upeon martiade women bend to wear their hair much shorter and
wavier. As they a9 women tend to adort tigshter and Lishter curls =0
that the hair tends to become almost rieid. Married women who conbinoe
to wear their khair longer or more loozely waved than the norm send oot
an ambiguous sisnal. Thew seem Lo be secking attention which zociety
doesz not arProwve, at leazt the societs of other women. i

' The color of hair iz thousht
zignitficant, eskPecially for Hﬁmﬂu..flﬁndﬁ’ are dumb but fthes have
fun. Platinum blondes are aﬂk?? N Foebdddinc, Bruncttes are
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zericuz and down to earth. Red-heads are hish—~temPered. Some
researchers belisve that bBlommen are not as well resarded in business
as their darker headed colleasues. Elondness, they sa9, tends to be
azsociated with south or immaturits,

Im addition to social and sexual cormotationzs, men’s hair and
ds hawve Political and aggrezsive azsociations. A beard »mad

ears
wamest ander, & ¥an Duke may sugstest a zardonic natore A loose
wing beard maw susgest an artisti Thye
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- Hazidic Jew imfPliez rioidits and
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ware beard of the Amizh man or th
Sk T [

Lomg hair it men iz still resardsd by mand Peap
radicals and this is a perdiect sxamfle of culiura
Century England the Puritans were the radicals a biew were called
Foundbeads because of their short haire The long-haired Cawvaliers wers
the conzerwatives defending the status Juo.

It iz true that in the 76875 and 787 male Political oricinion
could be gaused by the levnsth of a man’s hair. Thiz zeemsd Lo be an
arplication of the principle that lond kair iz 3 zumbol of fresdom. in
that casze, freedom of ofinicon or exPreszion.

I* ie amuzing now bo look at

vy

& A5 4 sign of a
iz=. In 17th

=

films of the Beatles as thew afpeared on the Ed Sulliwvan Show in the
early £z, Thex wore the vaircuts n+ zmall Enslizsh bows, comPlete
with bamss and they look sbout 2z threatening as =mall Enslish bows.
et at the time they were werd thraatzu1u4 o many FeoPle, and indeed
thew did sumbolize  the radical change that was befinnin® 10 mar

inztitutions.
But now twenty five ggars hawve Pazsed all but the most
reactionay conservative radicals wear hal = bhat would hawve bewn
wa
&

wntkhinkable in the “5387=. The crew cut iz 9 wiEs o longer ed
manlinezs bt with squarenezz. One so-called ‘wardeobes ensin
L?Utluni dound executives about carrding thinas too far. Hs 7
that PecPle owver 48 in American society dont ftroust 2 man  whos ]
COAE S hl: gars or drofs below the edge of hiz collar.” Eut whnt 3,
change thiz advice is from the cre-cut davz of the 7587z,

Where do we 90 from ber
- for men baldness iz the next ztule. P:ldres

suagsst that at least

a natural state for 48% of men and it iz uvswally loathed by itz
wictims and feared by those know thed might be next. The unforfbonate
covmotations of baldaegszs I hawve alreads explained.

But what is dove
ifically alwavs zeems more accefhable



than the natural state of things. The ancient Hebrews, beliswy A3 scats

Samzon. mocked baldness, but later. as they came to afPreciate
scholarshir, thew thought that muckh study cavsed the lozs of kRair.

(ver the wears this particular muth seems to kMawve mades sewa” tooa lok

of peokle. Huw else can we exklain the fact that all report u+
extraterrestrial vizitors, sPacemen, and citizens of other 931=
hawe out:1zed hrad” a3 irvmocent of hair Az a billiard ball., Some
Frophetz of our future foresee a time when humans will hawve ewvolwed
similarla.

)-l
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There iz another muth théest I must mention in the hoPe that it

might be true. Bald men are said to ke more virile. Certainly tue
fensrationz of theatre-scers believe that to be true of Yol Erunner.
If we can covvince zocisty that baldness equals brilliance eduals
wirdlite, then we may exPerience 3 tonsorial revolution. The old
dzsociations of hair and its imaferw will ke 9one forever. Goocdbae
Samzon. Hello Razor.
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