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CIVIL WAR DAYS

As the tanks and half tracks from Camp Campbell rumbled
through the ctrests of Hopkinsville, aad‘the clity was fillled with
uniformed men, graybeards and wise-acres were seen to gather toge=-
ther on the ctreet corners and solamhly wag thelr heads and tallow!
that strange days had come upon this pesaceful Sommunity. Little
did they know or realize that once before, 90 odd years ago, this
11ttle ploneer Willage, strugpling in the mud at the crosasing of

the Nurth- South end Hast-West trails, had resounded to the tramp

“of marching meng, and that evidences of military might were to be

seen on every hand. HNor dld they know that one officer, destined

e W Bsine HE the greatest matural leader on ofther side developed by

S

mthe war, actually started his military career in Hopkinsville.

We know very little of loeal events imredistely preceding
the actual outbreak of hostilitlies, but it 1is not difficult to ro-
construct the pleture. Our people have always been above the
average intellectual level and have dellighted to gather and discuss
the lmportant issues of the day. '§§daubtsdly the questions of
Pree and “lave states of states! rights and Unlon supremacy were
debated on every hand, and, as the months passed, the tempe rose
and long before the first shot was fired attFort Sumpter on April

12, 1861, the lines of lovalty had beconme clearly defined. %mne
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Hnes-eof-keyality Lhad pucome cresrky defined. The matter of

loyalty in Christian County 1s an interesting study at even this
late date. It is a most significant fa¢t thgt, although both sides
ciaimed it as .their stronghold, it followed almost exactly the
pattern of the state. Although there certainly were many exceptions
in general, the county was divided Into two sections, one sympa-
thetic to the Confederacy, the other loyal to the Union. The sec~
tlions north of the present US 68, always referred to as "North
Christian”, was settled largely by hardy ploneers from the moune-
tain sections of Penns¥ivanla and North Caroclina. The section was
rough and hilly, the farms small, slave labor could not bé used to
advantage, consequently the majority of its inhabitants favored the
Union cause, and, to this day, they are largely Hepublican in
politiecs. The riech, rolling lands in the southern half of the
cdunty were settled largely by settlers from Virginia, and were
ideally adapted to the use of slave labor. The larmr were large,
the planters prosperous, and so 1t was only natural that their sym-
pathies were With the Bouth. Hopkinsville being on the border line,
as was Kentucky, found 1teelfl divided in much the same way. It is
still a debated question, but is generally conceded that 1t was a

union town, which fact caused many southern sympathlizers in South



Christian to turn to Clarksville as thelr trading and banking
center, vestiges of which linger to this day.

The ['iring on Fort Sumpter on April 12, 1861 furnished the
spark to start the conflagration, and soon thereafter both sldes
were busy seeking volunteers in Christisn County. It 1s evident
that the confederates were tne first to become active,“é&ﬁfa com=
pany ealling themselves the "Oak Crove Rangers" was soon organized
and mustered into serviece on June 25, 1861 at Camp Boone, in Mont-
gomery Cenqﬁg, Tennessee. The offlcers were Thomas G. Woodward,
Capt., Darwin Bell, lst Lt., Frank Campbell, 2nd Lt. The roster
was filled with many names of families prominent to this day, such
as Austin Peay, the Radfords, Buckners, Elliotte, Leavells, and many
othera. In ﬁaptémber 1861 they were ordered to Bowling Green, where
the Confederates estallished their line across the southern part of
the state. They were attached to Col. Ben Hardin, Helm's Regiment
under Gen. Bimon Bolivar Buckner, se G%@ A and B, First Ky. Cavalry.
Shortly thereafter, they were jJolined by another Christian County
Company, designated as Co. H, and lead by <apt. H. C. Leavell
with T. d. Barker, 1lst Lt., W. T. Radford, 2nd Lt., W. ¥. Bronaugh,
Erevet 2nd L%., and conteining sueh prominent names as W. T. Tandy,

We P. Winfree, W. G. Wheeker, Mafk and West Brame, and many others.



In the summer of 1861, the 8th Ky. Cavalry C S A was organised at
the Pabpgrounds near Hopkinsville (approximately where Attucks High
8chool now stands) with . C. Burnett of Cadiz as Colonel, H. B.
Lyons of Eddyville as Lt. Col. and Wm. R. Henry as Magor. Col. Bur-
nett was shortly thereafter elected to the Confederate Senate and
Lyons, afterwards Cen. Lyons, took command. As an organization,
thelr career was short. They got into service at the Dattle of FPort
Donelson where they were captured snd taken as prisoners of war to
Indianap®lis, where Major Henry died. In the fall of 1862, thgir
termes of enlistuent having expired, they were exchanged and q}bhar
returned home or went into service under qg;sr commands . ‘

While this was goling on, the Federils were not idle.
A camp had been established on the farm of Joseph F. Anderson,
northwest of Nopkinsville, and appropriately named "Camp Joe Ander-
son", Here some 500 to 1000 recruits had been assembled, and an
attempt was being made to organize under Joseph F. Buckner as Colonel.
From its meager supply, the Federal Government nad arranged to fur-
nish them with £ifles and a (ield plece as an encouragement to Unlon
resistance in the state. These guns were affeetionat@}y called
"Iincoln Guns" and their story is an interestinf episode in Ken-
tuqky nistory. In “eptember 1861 Gen. Simon Bolivar Buckner moved
from Bowling Ureen wilth 4000 troops to capture and destroy the
camp. Only about 500 were in camp when thies information was re-
ceived., They moved out on the Greenville Road, sbout 3 miles dise
tant, fired thelr cannon as & signal to those not present, and then
dispersed. Union sentiment and organization in Christian County
is best desecribed in an authoritative work by “apt. Thomas Speed en~-
titled "The Union Cause in Kentucky"j
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"The county of Christian particularly calls fpp specisal
mention as a Unlon strongheld. It was sald to be the sefond largest
slave-holding ccunty in the ftate. Its land was fertlile and its
reople wealthy. It bordered on the Tennessee line, and might have
been supposed to have Zouthern sentiment. But such was not the
casze. Its county-seat was the fine old town of Hopkinsville, located
in sound of the cannon at Camp Boone in Tennessee, and wlthin Learing
of the rogr of the guns at Donelson.” 1t wasz the home of James 3.
Jagkson, who resigned his seat in Congress In Auguet, 1861, to raise
troops to suppress the rebellion. His call as published was that he
would raise a cavalry regiment for thres years or during the war, ué
consist of tem companies: "none but active, vigorous men and men of
& bteady haﬁits wlll be received. I intend to make this regiment in all

respects equal to the best drilled and disciplined corps In the
reguldr army.” Many of his recruits were from Ohristian County,and
the reglment fulfilled the promize. At first under Colonel Jackson
and afberwards under Colonel 6. H. Murray, 1t did service with the
great armies In all the great campaipgns of the ¥West, and wound up
1ts career at the cloze of the war in the “tate of Horth Carolina,
where 1t had gone through to the sea with Sherman's army.

Topkinevilie waz noted for its lurge number of strong Union
men, whose influence hud much to do with the remsrkable Union sentie-
ment whiech prevalled 1In that part of the State. Among them was Colo=~
nel James F. Buckner, who, as has been related, raised @ regiment in
the sumer of 1861, but which was dlspersed before it was armed, the
men making thelr way to Calhsun, on Green Hiver, where they entered
other organizations. General Jackson has bean mentioned. It was
alsc the home of General Benjamin H. Bristow, who, in the summer of
1861, in eonjunction with Colonel (afterwards General) James £.

A
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Shackelford, maised the Twenty-I1fth FKentucky Infantry,and led 1t
at Fort Donelszon and on the field of Shiloh, and afterward assisted
in rajsing the Eighth Xentucky Cavalry, which he led in the pure
sult of Horgan, and who, alter the war, atialned natlional distine-
tion as Secretary of the Treasury under Grant. Also may be men~
tioned Colonel Sam M. “tarling, who served on the staff of General
crittenden and also with the Eighth Fentucky Cavalry; also, Oolonel
Edmund ctarling, who raised and led the Thirty-fifth Kentucky
Mounted Infantry; also, Hajor John Hreathitt, Captains Willlam T.
Buckner, and John Feland, of the Third Kentucky Cavalry; ales Lewils
Buckner, Walter Evans, D. ¥. Clag.ett, William A, “asseen, Ned
Campbell, Flelding M. Starling, Willlam Poindexter, all of whom
wore Bfficers in Kentucky regiments.

Anong the prominent cltlizens who were :=trong Unionlsts
were A. Ve Long, éabrial Long, ¥William Starling, YWewton Payne, B.
T. Underwood, Josb Clark, Dr. D. J. Glsh, Dr. A. B. Webey,
avenport, General D. S. !llays, B. O+ Edaunds, Ben &. Campbell,
flder Enos Campbell, Judge H. R. Littell, Colonel €. M. Collins,
Rev. He V. Ds Hevius, Dr. E. R. Cook, Js I. Landis, all of whom
wers men of the Ilirst order in the community where they lived.

The Union soldlers wiw were at any tilre located for a
time at this Tine o0ld Kentuely town cherished sver afterwards the
recollection of the cordial reception they received and the sbun-
dant hospltality and delightful entertainment extended to them.

The writer's own experience enables him to testify, and to repeat
the testimony of others, that, for genulne, hearty, intelligent,
and ablding loyalty tc the Union cause, Hopkinsviile was not sup-
passed by any town ‘n the “tate. Walle there was some division
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of sentiment, devotion to the Union was most decidedly the prevalle
ing feeling of the town as well as of the adjacent eountry.

There was a simllarity between the cities of Hopkinaville
and Bowling Green 1in respect to Union sentiment; and while it is a
record fact that CGeneral Albert Sidney Johneston reported Bowling
Green to be & Union centre, so0 it 1s 8 fact that when the Confede~
rates first entered Mentucky, and were established at Hopkinswille,
the officers expressed thelr surprise to find a Unlon sentiment pre-~
valent &mchg the pecple, saying they had ecomwe to Kentucky because
they had understood the people were wlth the South. This expression
ecoriespondes with the words of General Bragg in his report after his
Invasion of Kentueky in 1862; "The campalgn here was predicated on
the belief and the most positive assurances that the people of this
country would rise to assert their inddpendence.”

Ho review of the local scene would be accurate without
making special mention of James . Jackeon, who, undoubéedly, was
the leadsr of the Unlon ceuse in the county. He was a native of
Lexington, but had removed to Hopkinsville to‘practice law. He had
served as & lleutenant in the Mexlean War. He had been elected to
Congress in June, 1861, but resigned his nest and went home to enter
the military service on behalf of the Union cause. He ralsed and
led the Thlrd FKentucky Caval®y untlil August, 1862, when he was made
Brigadier-General, and in that capaclity he was serving at the time
of hig death, He was killed at the head of his brigade in the Battle
of Perryville October 4, 1862, and hie body was brought to Hopkins-
ville and Interred in Rivemside Cemetory on Mareh 24, 1863,
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But getting back to the mainstream of evente -~ the stage
was now set and the shooting war was asbout to begin. The fall of
1862 saw the entry into Hopkinsville of an offlcer unknown and un~
pried as a soldler, but soon to become famous as & hard riding, rough
and tumble, cavalry leader, FNathan pedford Forrest. FPorrest was
not & highly educated man, but what he lacked in education, he made
up in natural ability as a leader and military tactician, As soon
as he arrived, things began to happen, and his ackivities are best
deserived by his blographer, Sheppard, as follows:

"mhe end of Oc:ober (1861) say the whole unit, conslsting
of eight companies of mounted rangers, assembled at Fort Denelson,
one of the twin works barring the vulnerable gap between the Cumber-
land and Tennessece Rivers on the Kentucky-Tennessee border. From
nere 1t was, in a few days, called up te Hopkinsville, where Tilgh-
wan, the District Commander, had his headquarters, and was enbrusted
with the duty of observing all the &0 mile wide area between the
Cumberland and CGreen Rivers. Wajor Felly (Fpr?ast's right-hand
man - & minister of religion from Huntsville, Ala.) had the luek
to draw flrst Federal blood. Detached from headquarters to watbh
the banks of the Cumberland, he managed to ambush and secure pos-
sesgion of an unsuspecting transport #beamer, which, laden with su-
gar, coffee and other stores, including a welcome suppiy of’ blankets,
was laboriously puffing up the River. The Union authorities planned
to retalliate by raiding a confederate supply store at Canton, 18
m#les below Donelson, butlsome one in the recret kept too loose a

g&&rd on his tongu%, and, even before the gunboat "conestoga" had
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paid out her cable from Smithlsnd, an emergetic citizen, riding helle
for-leather, had brought news of her enterprise to Forrest at Prince~
ton, snd the latter was hurrying with his ¥hole command, and a four=-
pounder gun temporarily added to it, toc the threatened village.
Seareely had he placed the bulk of his excited and chattering men

in hiding, leawing a small perty in the open as bait, when the long,
belching funrels and sloping wooden sides of the hostile craft hove
in sight as she chugged steadily upstream. Breathless quiet £6ll:
would shéssend a landing perty ashore tc snap up the ostentatiously
displayed stragglers and fall %ntc the yawning trap? No, the Fede~-
ral Commodore was a cautious man. He put into the wherfl, kept his
crew under hatches, while he spled out the land. Then, not liking
the looks of it, shoved out into midstream, snchored and prepared

for action. His [irst shell fell plump intec the timber stacks wh&eh.
gave effective shelter to Fnerest'!s men; the lour-pounder barked
back, and first the sharpshooters, later the entire command, joined
the duel., Grope and canister, rifléeand musket balls whigzed and
screamed to and fro across the open water. The four-pounder had to
hurry off to a new position, its present cne proving toc hot to hold,
but at length the gunboat seeing nc chance of accomplishing its task,
closed its ports, swung contemptucusly round and steamed away in
leisurely fashion. The gleeful young scldiery on shore swere they
had k1lled or wounded a&ll its crew from cabin boy toc Captain; they
had saved the stores and emerged with credit from thhdr baptism of

fire.
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On his return to Hopkinsville, Forrest found two new com=
panies waiting te jcin him, making his rengers 10 ccmpanies, or 750
mon stronge A few days later he was ordered tc take 300 of them and
redonnditer ncrthwerd toward the (hic. His report of the expedition
1s entered in the officlsl records, and it reads 1ike, end no doubt
wes, & real piece of holiday scldiering, despite the rigorcus Decem=
ber weather and the suffering asmong the raw, poorly Litted troops une 1
used tc the bivouac. At Greenville they found some enemy aras and
equipuent, and, better than that, an enemy soldler In full uniform,
& sheepish, grinning boye After th&s signal success, they proceeded
by way of Medisenville, Providence and Mergenfield to the Ohio st
Caceyville, up the Tradewater twelve miles to & crossing, and s¢
down the scuthern rosd toward Herion, and here befell thelr first
casualty. As they passed by the porch of s substantial house, a
ledy came running end begged Forrest, in the name of hepr children,
for help; her husband, MO man of war, nor even & hot scuthern sympas=
thizer, had been deléwbred tc the northern authorities by two infore
mers, Akers snd PBell, end had been arrested and teken sway. Forreast,
chivalrous s eslways, promised thet his enemies should pay for their
treachery and socught out Bell &t his house. 48 he rode up b0 the
dcor with Dre Van Wyck, the surgeon ol his regiment st his bridle
hand, & shot rang out, and the doctor fell dead. Greatly saddened
by this great loss, they passed on by Dycusburg snd Eddyville, home
to Hopkinsville, alter capturing, at Marion, yet ancther Federal
scldier, together with 3 guns and & »istel, the property ol & eivie

lian who was killed in the act of Liring on them as they passed.
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The day after Christues sew Forrest cnce mcre afleld on reconnalsse
ance, thls time with 300 men over muddy and ice-coversd roads, bound,
s befcre, to Greenville and thence to Calhcun on the Ureen HRiver,
wheres the Federsls were repcrted to be in movements This news was
correct, Brig, Gen Crittenden has Just moved his haaéqu&rtarsr
thither, and, as Forrest left Greenville for Rumsey on the morning
of the 28th, December 28, 1861, 168 men of Jackson's Cavalry Hegiment
under Eajor Hupray, were cetting out on & scout to Carroliton, now
known as South Carrolltons They met st Sacramente, and, in the
ensuing sction, Brig. Gen. Crittenden hed to censcle himself with

the fact that Hurray's men were, after :ll, heavily ocutnumbered,

hed resisted the whele body of the enemy for tas minutee'ané would
nave repulsed then hed not scme "dastard unknown" shouted at the
crucial monest "Hetreat to Secramento” had been promptly cbeyed.

The Sscramentc fight was of interest only as & landmerk in the hise
tory of Lt. Col. Bedford Forrest, and of importance only to the eight
gemng men, six in blue and twe in grey, who had answered their last
calls After a qulet five wesks at their Camp In Glass! Woods, Pore

rest and his men received orders on Peb. 7, 1862 to report for duty

tc the Commandment of ?Grt'ﬁﬁnglamn, where they srrived ¢n the 1lth.

The heliday period was st an end, but the qualitles of leadership,
which were tc maske this cltizen scoldler the military genius which he
latey proved himeelf te be, were evidenced at Fort Donelson, where
he refused to be a party to the surrender, and, in defiasnce to crders

led his comzand through the Pederal lines tc NHashville.
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Although during their stay In Hopkinsville, Forrest and
his "Critter"Company Iound few Union soldiers tc conquer, they did
find one enemy that nearly conquered them. The winter 1861-62 was
severe, the &éeeya were nct properly clethed or equipped to stand
the rigors of a herd winter. DUisesse broke cut among them in thelr
Ceamp in Glasst' Woods, sboul where iAdams'! Tourist Casp ncw ztands on
the Mediscnville Road. With feuwr doctors, nc nurses or hospitsls,
they died like flies. The aituabion is most graphically described
in 5. Ce Mercer's book, "The “tory ¢f a Honument™, The description
takes the fcrm of & coenversation botween & local aliderman and a
visitor cn the cccasion of the dedication of Luthap's Conlederate
Honument on May 19, 1887, and reads In part:

t+ "he scene”, remsrked an alderman, "is very different
from those which I saw here from November till February in the wine
ter of 18661-~62, twenty-six years ago." "What scenes dc¢ you refer
tot" asked & visitor. The old man replied: "The seenes which
caused the erection of yonder monument end called the crowd here
todaye It was the death of scue twg hundred Confederates in hospie
tals, within two months, during thelr cecupetion of Hopkinsville at
the beginning of the war, which suggested the monument, and, ale-
though hardly & sword was drawn or & musket fired in &ll that more
tality, it is, te my mind, one of the mosp pathetic stories of the
clivil war. The deaths were sc many that funeral marches ascon
cersed to be played, and ssluted t¢ be [ired over the graves. The
moptality wes nere'th&ﬁ that of all the epidemics which have visited
the town zince 1ts foundation. “General J. L. Alcorn, of Hississippi
with 3,000 troops of Ceneral S. B. Buckner's comsend, from Bowling
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Green, Ky., entered Hopkinsville September 30, 1861, end made hls
hesdquarters at the Bank of Hentucky building, whose sssebs hed been
taken to Loulsville scme tise defore. He was succeesded by Ceneral |
Tilghman and Jeneral Clark, the latter of whom remained until the
zcldlers were withdrawn to take part in the delence ol Fort Donele
s¢n, where hﬁndréds ef them lost their lives. The Seventh Texas
suffered {Pdghtfully, end was one of the [inest bodles of scldéers
that I saw during the war." "Whet caused the mortality here, ir
there was nc fighting?" ssked the viaibor. "The plague of the
caaps, 'Black Measles,! es the boys called it," was the ra§1y;
"ropkinsville wes £irst celected as e recrulting station, and after

& few weeks the scldiers were taken to more sctive [ields of service,
until there remained heye only scme 1,200 troups. The scldlers

from the Gulf Stetes wore light clothes when they came here, and thhe
supplies of the quartermaster's department were indiflerent Iin rese
pect to winter outTits. "Winter arrived, and the scldiers, hundreds
of them mere boys = look st thst headstene, 'Aged 14 years,! and

that one, *aged 10 years? - began tc suffer from lack of warm ¢low
thing and blankets. Then proper medicines end {cod were warting.
Host of the doctors were young and unfesiliar with the climate and
1ts dipeases. Uhile helf of the caup were down with measles, ccld,
drenching rein set in, and death begen its work in good earnest.
Thepre were so few well scldiers left in & short time that men were
sent, :till weak and staggering from dlaeases, to¢ 40 plcked duby e

Pneumonia and eprysipelas followed. 1t was & reigh of terrcr.”
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"geweno reguler hospitels ostablished?" was acked. "Yes; ten of

the largest buildings In the place were taken for that purpose. You
can imegine whet the amcunt of sickness wes when you learn that the
Ninth Street Presbyterian, Cumberlend Fresbylerian, Chriztian, Hethos
dist and Colored Baptist Churches, the old Seminary, the Ritter Ho-
tel, “outh Kentucky Cocllege snd Baptist Bethel College, and Hr.

Be B¢ Zandolph's rosidence, then Ceneral Porrest's headqusrters,
were &l1 [illed with sick scldiers. "Numbers of coflicers wepre taken
to private hcuses. An officer of the Hinth Street Presbyterian
Church told me that every pew in that c¢hurch wes cccupled by & zick
goldier. OF course the women did &ll they could to rellieve the
sufferers, They organized a scciety, including nearly every woman
in the place, and two ef this nusber were detailed to visit each
hospitel dally. & lady visiting the Hitter licuse one day saw tuens
ty corpses lald out for burisl. Dre Re @, Gaines, Fresident of the
Xentucky Stabte Medical Aszcelation, who was employed in Porrestts
comsand for some tige &s essistgnt, states thet there were thirteen
deaths in three days st Bethel College. "They died like sheep",
gsaid one of the visiting comaitiees The soldiers were sent one
marning te purehase shrouds for twe of thelr dead conmrades whc were
lying at Sout:h Kenbucky College. On their way back one cof thenm
drorped dead on the strest, and the cother died s few minutes after
reasching the €cllege. It was no wonder, when scldiers, toc feeble
to leave the hoapltal, were sent to stand guard in the chilly rains

s

and snows of winter nights, coughing pitifully as they shivered In



ragged clothes and almost unshod feet. DJeveral pickets died on
guard.” "Sere they all buried here?” Inquired the :iranger. "ibout
(ne=helf", wes the reply. "One hundred and cne lle burled &t the
feot of the mopument, end a comperiston of the statements made by

the undertakers, physicians and nurses ol the place leads to the
conclusion that more than swice that nusber perished in the mortallty
of thet sutumn and winter."

In doing the resesrch for this peper, the writer had & most i
pleasant experience and interessling discovery during a visit #ith ‘
Mra. Ae Jo Heeder of 514 Ne Hain Street. Nrs. Reeder, who was
¥iss Tuoy Stevenson, was a girl of seven st &he beginning of the
War, and, during General Porrest's stay 1n Hopkinsville, his wife,
daughter, end thelr servant, had reoms In the Stevenson home. Hrse
feederts momory of the events of the pericd ls sxceedingly clear
end she tells many interesting incidents, sume of which ere included
in this papere

Pollowing the fell of Fort Domdlsen on Tebruary 16, 1862,
the Confederstesattempt to waintain a line ccllapsed, and, “ron
then on, their ventures back intc Hopkinsville, and in fact inteo
Kentucky, were in the mature of raids for the purpose of securing
recruits, &nd in an endeaver to swing the state %o the southern o'l
causes The year 1968 was Tor the most part quiet in Christian
County as active fighting had pushed on further souths

It 48 nct gonerelly known thet the fémmmg confederale
"gorgsn and hle Ralders™ ever visited Hopkinsville, but 1t is
nevertheless true that they were here in Ocbober of 186Z. On thelr
return from their second raid into Lempucky, Holland, in his blow
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gréﬁﬁyvasrdckm>§unt‘ﬁarg&n, says: "Hoygan, scresning his movements
by scattering detaciients throughbthe Sountryside, moved loisurely
through ?1i=ak@tﬁtsﬁn;\baﬁa to Creenville Iin an unsoascnable onow-
storm and rode on t¢ ﬁepkinﬁyilla, off the treg¢k of the Unlon Army,
shere he was [rootal WITD every &emcnatratien of plemsure. Conledes
rate Plags decorsted the homes, crowds thronged the streets, and sup-
plles ¢f all kinds were provided for Horgan and his men. They were
aucng Criends end remained fur five days. Morgan made seversl
arreats of Union men wh¢ had been active in thelr efforts of perse=-
cution egainst Southern Hights pecple, but released the: all on
thelir promises of pood behavior in the future. Detachientes were
sent out tc burn the Rallroad between Bowling Ureen and Nashville,
and the branch linre tc Springfields Sceubs brought in the infore
mation thet the Unlon Army, under Buell, was moving scuth out of
Retibticky, while th» CGonfederstes, under Irags, hed nct yet come up.
Sp, on the J0th dl3>ﬁf October 1862, Morgen moved cut of Hopkinae
ville inte Tennesree &nd inteppesed his thin little loree between
the Pederal foreoe @nd Heshville = a hendful of men before a
relling avelanche."

The details of the Unlon Army's firet entry intc Hopklnse

ville cculd nct be lesrned, but 1t was some tine betwsen the time of
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lorgant's departure, Uctober 1862, end Februsry 1868. The trocps
were under the command of Col. Shackelford, whe stayed here for a
time but later established hi: hesdquerters for thias secticn in
Euaaallviila.’ Hany interesting and eclorful stcries of this partie
culer periscd have come down to us but time will permit releting only-‘i
& few. 'It was my good fortune to be permitted sccess to a gsriaa of ‘
letters written by & k#nsman of the MeCarroll fanily, who wes & Union
officer on duty here at the time. He relstes, in a very charming

menner, the carrying ocut ol an order to eviet the residents of

s

the sidencge, known then, ms now, as the "Steamboat
ﬁéu;e“. e wrote in part under date of Februasry 2, 1865: “"Last
Thursdey, in company with Lt. John Helloway end Capt. HeCullough
of Hajor Eennedy's Labttslion of cur Regbe., I took formel pcssession
of the Gunboat Dillard in the name of the U. Z. furces at this
place - sald Gunboat to be used as & hospital for our sickes The f
femily of Dillards have been the mcst rantankercus secescionists in
this community. Gecessionists "per se" from the beginning, making
themeelves peculierly cbnexicus as such., Have scted most cutragious=-
ly, and slnce our Reglt. came here, have taken every opportunity to
insult beth Oficers and privetes. Col. Shackelford made cld mmn
Pillserd take the cath and give bond, and alsc t&xéé hizm to the

smount cf §$600 to reimburse the losses ¢f Union men by the rebels.

Col. S. warne T':m‘% biklerd se

sulte, and finally teold him thet should such iansults be szain offered

pout his deughters? ine

he weuld vacate lie house for & hosyital and his family remcved from

towne The warning was unheeded and Gol. 3. lssued hiz order for the
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fanmily to vacabe the house {which house s & very fine cne and on
acecunt ol its peculler shpie and styls of aprchitecture resembling
& steanbioat somewhst hss been called the "Sterambeat house™) by laat
Tuesdays Tueasday came and the famlly still weragthere, and decla-
ring that Hosencramns Army cculdntt teke thelr "Junboat" = boing bad
waather Cole Je« sald nothing to them il Thursday. Thursdsy mcrning
I made & visit to his Headquarters and was iunediately Informed that
I was the parscn he wanted to take the Junbcate 1 asked him if he
wes in earnest? Yes, he sald - you must tske Capte. ¥eCullough and
& lowd of the sick seldlers up with you and tale possesslon. Up

we went « met Miss Dillard at the door, her L{ether heving left home
in erder tc be away &t the time of the remcvel of the family. I
thought of the pistol thet Hiss D carried of furks the "family

Coat of Arms", One of the fanlly, %is said, in & querrel with her
better hall one day threw all the cups and saucers &t his "devoted
heud™, and then selaing a fork, geve him a stedb in the back, whilch
i# thought to have caused his Jdeath, tho! scmetime after the occure
rancés The house had to be am?tiad of ite eifects under Col. .
opdara, which fact 1 stated to the ladles. The scens that ovccurred
beggars description ~ the kind anlatle ladies raved, asbused Col. S.
and &1l Linccloites. I walited ccoly '6i1l the storm had scmevwhab
subsided and then rensrked that Cul. 8. ordars tc me was tc vacate
the house if they hed nct elready dene so -« that I intended to cbey
crders and 1 they weuld behave themselves they could sémein end
seec Lo the remcvel of the diflerent articles. “omen like however

they would talk in eplte of my sdviceg.
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A lerge crowd congregated in the neighborhood tc witness
the scene. The sick scldiers continued to pour into the house occu-
pying the nice chairs [or seats and 1n‘tha nice rooms. Johnnie
Holloway had géne to the house with me for & folic and was carrying
on & gay cenversation.with the enraged angels, much to his amuse-
ment and those who listened to the ccnwersation. They were very
abusive te¢ him &t first but his good natured replies scon won them
over :and he and they were thick as thleves before we got thro and
they told him thet should Morgan come in and take hlm prisoner they
would intercede for him. The house has been vacated and ncw occu=
pied by the sick, and the fanily left for the €ountry on yesterday
evening, much to my comfort, as Col. S. told me he would expect me
to put them out of town. They had told me thet should I undertake

tc put them out of town, they would shootémsiy: thet they would not

be taken dut slive. The D's have made themselves sc c¢bnoxious that
both friend and fce wemd glad to see then sent outside of our lines.
A£11 give me great credit for the successful taking of the Gunbo%%$gﬁvg

Despite such little unpleassantness, 1t mmst have been a
very ple:sant war, for, on lay 30, 18653, our young Lieutienant wrote
thet they had received orders to repcert tc Gen. Shackelford in Rus-
aellvillug”but good luck wculd have it. Strawberries were in season
and several parties asbout tc come off, the general permitted us to
remain one week, after having received q petition tc that effect
signed by fifteen young ladlies of the city.”

1t must have been at sbout this time that the Unlon ofli=-
cer in charge, being handsome and zallant, wes most sought after by

the fairer sex. HBut one scuthern sympsthizing sister found ways to
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make obncxfous remarks in his presence., The Colonel, bellieving in
the militery maxim thet "the best delense is an offense”, began et
ence to pay court to her Radysbip. In 2 surpeisingly shert time,
she becane co%platsly infatusted with him, whereupon he prosptly
jilted her, and 'tis sald that sho dled of a broken heerte Thus
adéing snobher casuslty totthe list of those whollell fer the lost
CRUST »

/& the Union Army irncreased its efforts to win the war,
segrching parties were sent oul to round up &ll sble bodled mules
and impres:s thos into service. On ono cccasion they searched the
Guinn home, #till stending at the 5. E. corner of 1Zth & Maine

Mr. Bud Culim, being at home ¢t thoe time and wishing te avold cap~

ture, donned in a night cep snd gown &nd got Into bedd The soldiers

locked intc ths poom, snd, wistaking him for & women, hastily ree
treated. Upon reporting, the officer in charge of the detall
asked, "Did you see apy men?t" Tc which, the scldier answered, "No,
bub I sew the damndest ugliest woman I ever saw in my life.” f*

Az the wer moved intc its final phese, the acts assumed
& mere traglc motes In the chrenclogy of lmportant eplsocdes, we
now meve up to the £all of 1864 when the Unlon Arasy was aghin in
Hopkinsville, and this time under the somnend of Colonel Zan John=
sons, Colonal Johnson, undoubtedly, was sssigned to duty hers for
the spesific purpose of bresking up the frequent ralds nade by
the Confederates fur the purpcse of recrulting wen and foraging fox
suppliess I1f sc, he was properly chosen, Ifor he was & man of vio-

lent temper, & relentle:s hater of the south, &nd wes cruel end
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bloocdthirsty to an extreme degree. He wes a Methodist preacher In
Logan Ccunty before the War, end was connechbed by merriage with sevee
ral promivent femilles in the county. IHis persecutions and intimi~-
daticns of loosl citizens read llke & page from the 1ife of the late
Adclph Hiller, whisgh resulted in considersble feelling emong both
northnern and southern sympathizers. He had a number ¢f men executed
without even a military triasl, amcng whom wWas Lt. Col. James FP. Brew~
er of the Cunfederate Army. Colconel Brewer was a son of Joseph A
Brewer who operszted two walter mllle on Little River in the &eutharn
!§art of the ccunty. He was captured while on duty a= e cavalby
seoub, but Colonel Johnson claimed him to be a guerrilia, and, in

en cutbhurst of catha, gave the crder, "By God, get a squad and take
him down to the river bank snd shoot bim." Then, remembeapring ano-
ther young prisoner nsmed Thomas passett from Jebster County, he
added, "Go down bo the jall and get thib damned fellow named Bas=
sett and shcot him too, there's nc use in taking two bites at &
cherry." The executicn took place on the bank of Little River on
Nobth Mein Street. The late Allan M. Wwallls, then & small boy, was
an eys witness to the shooting, He wrote & very graphic descrip-
tion of the event for Meacham's HiS&ory, and states that when the

two men were commsnded tc kmeel with thelr backs to the firing squad,
Colonel Brewer refused, saying, "I never turn my backi to an eneny,

I only ask thet you do not sheot me In the face." Cclonel Johnson
sat on his horse nearby, the order was given and both men fell dead.

£l
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Because of these cutrages t¢ the southern cause, Ueneral
He Be Lycns, with & superior forée, was dispatched to Eepkinsville,
and Celonel Johnsen, taking several citizen priscners with him, re-
tired to Cl:rkaville in edvence of Lyons? arrival. UGeneral Lyons
found ne cne to resist him, so he entered the oiiy snd promptly
rrecesded te burn the Court House, which the Federal: hsd been using
to quarter troops., Ueneral LyocpPes was known as the "Court House
Burner" a- the destroyed a total of 12 Court Houses in Kentucky dure
ing the later part of 18€4. Leaving a detachment of trcops under
Cclenel Chanewath, he went on to Priveessan snd burned thﬁ‘aulﬁwill
County Court House the same day. Mrs. Heeder remembers seeing the
gmcke from the burning bullding and says that it occurred sbout
2:00 ofelock in the afterncon. Ihe also says th&t at the Grand
Yall, celebrating the rebuilding of the Prineeton Ccurt House, Genew
ral Lyons wsg the [irst dancer on the flocrs But the Federals were
not coentent to sllow the Confederates toc femalin in the cltys. One
night in December 1864, while Cclcenel Chencwethi's men were attende-
ing & ball at the Phoenlix Hotel, word cawe that General ¥cCook, with
& large cdetschment of men, %&m apyrosching by the Hussellville Roed.
The Cenfederates went out to meet thenm snd ne&r the Western “tate
Hespital they came In contact with & much superior fopge. In tﬁa
running fight thag fcllowed, seversl men were killed on eehh side.
The Confedersztes retrested scuth in the direction of Peubreke and
seneral HeCook came c¢n in ond oocupled the town. History dees not
record the fact that the Gonfederates were ever again in Hopkinse
ville.
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Across the stage of events, now set lor the linal act of
the Wsr, now strode to his death the cclorful [igure of Colonel Thow=
mes . Woodward, Coluwl Woodward was & native of New Englsnd, pro-
bably born in %armont. He was smaell of stature and wore his hsfr in
flowing locks that came down on his shoulders. 4 long mustache and
& stubby beerd covered the lower part of his face. Be was & gradu-
ate of West Point snd highly educsted. Leaving the ermy he came to
Eentucky in 1848 end taught scheol for ten or twelve years at vari-
ous pointz in Christian County. He was tesching at the BErick Church
on the Princeton losd, when the war came on and was one of the first
velunteers to tender his services to the Confelderacy. In 1862,
scecording to Perrints History, he mede & dash intc Clarksville,
gnd with 200 men, surrounded the ccllege where Ccl. Mascn was ene
canped with a superior force of Federsls. ke tralned upon it a
moek battery of legs mounted on wheels, and demanded idascn's sur-
render. The ruse worked and Cclonel Hascon surrendered without a
fight« When he was brought into Ceolenel ¥eodward's presence and
sew the little man with Bis long, unkempt auburn halr, his drooping
mustacke sand his fece &s dark as & Spanlsrd's and his boots coming
up to his knees, he laughingly chellenged Wcodward to go acrcss the
street end sit for e pleture, saying: "I want to send it Korth teo
ghew to ay friends what en insigrnificant little cuss 1 surrendered
to«" Cole. Woodwerd had the picture taken and presented it to Col.
%&3““33§

However, the Federal authoritlies did nct take the surrender
a8 such & laughing mntéer, and shortly thereafier, in the Loulsville
Journal, there wasz published, under date of August 29, 186t, a
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Genersl Urder issued by the Secretary cof War reading in part as
fellowss "The following officers of the 3eventy-first Regiment of
ghic volunteers, having published a card stating that they advised
Colonel heodney Mescon, who has been cashiered for cowardice, to sur-
render (larksville to the Hebel Forces, are, by the direction ol the
Presidemt, dismissed from the service of the United States." Twelve
names followed.

Colonel Woodward was a flghter = he sttacked the garrison
holding Fort Donelsen but was repulsed. The next day he was attacked
gt Cumberland Furnace by a superior force from the garrison at Fort
Henry. Intrenching his force behind the ruins of the [lurnaces, pre-
vicusly destroyed by the Pederals, he succeeded in defeating his ate-
tackers who lost 29 men. Unfortunately Colonel Woodward was given
te strong drink and was a most difficult man to handle. As the time
under review he had been relieved of his command in the Confederate
Army as a disciplinsry measure, had gatherea & group of fellowers,
and wes operating through the county as e guerrilla. He had boasted
thet he was going to take Hepkinsville, then guarded by a force of
about 100 Unien scoldiers, tbgether with a small number of home
guards c¢r policemen. He came in from the South, and &t the corner
of Hein and Pifteenth Streets the small number of men with hia
helted and refused tc follow hime One man rode with Woodward, who
was under the influence of liguor, snd endeavored to dissusde him
from the foolhardy underteking, as the windows along idain Street
were fllled with armed men. This man finally stopped and Woodward
rode slowly down the street tc within a few paces of Ninth Street,
when he was comnanded to halt. He stopped his horse and was in the
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act of raising his plstol to & window ccocupied by Pejbon Breathitt,
where the First National Bank now iz, when & velley was {ired st
him from the windows of the building on that corner and from the
upper windows of the Phcenix Hotel, and other nearby bulldings.
One bullet sbtruck his horse in the neck and four entered the body
ol the rider. The horse sank to the ground snd Woodward wes picked
up end cearried intc the office of the hotel, where he expired within
& Tew minutes. It was well esteblished thet the shot that actually
killed @Woeodward was fired by & home guerd named FPauvl Fuller, who was,
in efter yesrs, killed on elmo:t the exact sgpot where Colonel Woodw
ward fell. j:'{

The eventis &nd deteils of the end of the wer, and ¢f the

reconstruction, are lest in the dim mist ¢f the years, but i1t 1s safle

to assune that, tere long, the issues which had divided the community

were [urgetien in rapﬁf?ﬁﬁg the ravages of war. Regardless of which

side your sympathlies tend at this labte date, we can all take pride in

the faet thet the guklities of bravery and the ddedsd of hercism, exe

explilfied by both Union and Confederate scldiers alike, were those

which have made this country great. And it is our prayer to Almighty

God that these United States, now welded by the [lres of wer into cne
Hetion indivisible, shall never sgein rescrt t¢ any except pesceful
mesndto sebttle lts diflerences,

by Wallace lenderscn,
Hopkinsville, Kentucky



